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CONSULTATION
PAPER ON "REVIEW

OF REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK FOR
BROADCASTING

AND CABLE
SERVICES"

TRAI releases Consultation Paper on "Review of
Regulatory Framework for Broadcasting and

Cable services"

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)
today issued Consultation Paper on "Review of
Regulatory Framework
for Broadcasting and
Cable services".

In consonance
with the complete
digitization of the cable
TV sector, TRAI on 3rd
March 2017 notified the
Regulatory Framework
for Broadcasting and
Cable services. After
passing legal scrutiny in
Hon'ble Madras High
Court and Hon'ble
Supreme Court, the framework came into effect from 29th
December 2018.

To address certain issues that arose after
implementation of regulatory framework 2017, after a due
consultation process with stakeholders, TRAI on 1st
January 2020 notified the amended Framework 2020
consisting of Tariff Amendment Order 2020,
Interconnection Amendment Regulations 2020 and QoS
Amendment Regulations 2020.

Some stakeholders challenged provisions of Tariff
Amendment Order 2020, Interconnection Amendment
Regulations 2020 and QoS Amendment Regulations 2020
in various High Courts including in the Hon'ble High
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BaartIya dUrsaMcaar inayaamak p`aiQakrNa ³T/a[-́  nao ‘p`saarNa AaOr
kobala saovaaAaoM ko ilae inayaamak Z,aMcao kI samaIxaa’ pr pramaSa- p~ jaarI

ikyaa hO.
kob al a TIv a I xa o~ k o

pUNa- iDijaTlaIkrNa ko Anau$p¸
T/a[- nao 3 maaca- 2017 kao p`saarNa
AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM ko ilae
inayaamak Z,aMcao kao AiQasaUicat
ikyaa.maananaIya mad`asa ]cca
nyaayaalaya AaOr maananaIya savaao-cca
nyaayaalaya maoM kanaUnaI jaaMca sao
gaujarnao ko baad¸ $proKa kao
29 idsaMbar 2018 sao laagaU ikyaa
gayaa.

inayaamak Z,aMcao 2017 ko kayaa-nvayana ko baad ]%pnna hue kuC
mau_aoM kao saMbaaoiQat krnao ko ilae ihtQaarkaoM ko saaqa ]icat pramaSa- p`iËyaa
ko baad T/a[- nao 1 janavarI 2020 kao saMSaaoiQat Íomavak- 2020 kao AiQasaUicat
ikyaa ijasamaoM TOirf saMSaaoQana AadoSa 2020¸ [MTrknao@Sana saMSaaoQana ivainayama
2020 AaOr @yaUAaoesa saMSaaQana ivainayama 2020 Saaimala hO.

kuC ihtQaarkaoM nao maananaIya baa^mbao AaOr korla ]cca nyaayaalaya
saiht ivaiBanna ]cca nyaayaalayaaoM TOirf saMSaaoQana AadoSa 2020¸ [MTrknao@Sana
saMSaaoQana ivainayama 2020 AaOr @yaUAaoesa saMSaaQana ivainayama 2020 ko
p`vaQaanaaoM kao caunaaOtI dI.maananaIya ]cca nyaayaalayaaoM nao kuC p`avaQaanaaoM kao
CaoD,kr saMSaaoiQat Íomavak- 2020 kI vaOQata kao barkrar rKa.
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Court of Bombay and Kerala. Hon'ble High Courts upheld
the validity of the amended Framework 2020 except for a
couple of provisions.

The provisions related to Network Capacity Fee
(NCF), multi-TV  homes and long-term subscriptions of
the amended framework 2020, were implemented.

However, after new tariffs were announced by the
broadcasters, TRAI received representations from
Distribution Platform Operators (DPOs), Associations of
Local Cable Operators (LCOs) and Consumer
Organizations. Stakeholders highlighted difficulties likely
to be faced by them in implementing new rates in their IT
systems and migrating the consumers in bulk to the new
tariff regime through the informed exercise of options,
impacting almost all bouquets, due to
upward revision in the rates of pay
channels and bouquets declared by
broadcasters.

To deliberate on the various
issues related to implementation of the
amended framework 2020 and suggest
a way forward, a committee consisting
of members from Indian Broadcasting
& Digital Foundation (IBDF), All India
Digital Cable Federation (AIDCF) &
DTH Association was constituted
under the aegis of TRAI.

The Committee listed several
issues related to the amended
framework 2020 for consideration.
The stakeholders,  however,  requested TRAI to
immediately address critical issues which could create
impediments for smooth implementation of the amended
framework 2020.

In order to address the issues as identified by the
stakeholders' committee; TRAI issued the consultation
paper on "Issues related to New Regulatory Framework
for Broadcasting and Cable services" on 7th May 2022
for seeking stakeholders' comments on issues which were
pending for full implementation of the amended
framework 2020.

After due consultation process, TRAI, on 22nd
November 2022, notified the Telecommunication
(Broadcasting and Cable) Services (Eighth) (Addressable
Systems) Tariff (Third Amendment) Order, 2022 and the
Telecommunication (Broadcasting and Cable) Services
Interconnection (Addressable Systems) (Fourth

saMSaaoiQat Z,aMcao 2020 ko naoTvak- xamata Saulk ³enasaIef´¸
malTI TIvaI GaraoM AaOr dIGa-kailak sadsyata sao saMbaMiQat p`avaQaanaaoM kao laagaU
ikyaa gayaa.

halaaMik¸ p`saarkaoM Wara nayao TOirf kI GaaoYaNaa ko baad¸ T/a[- kao
iDsT/IbyaUSana PlaoTfa^ma- Aa^proTsa- ³DIpIAaó ¸ esaaoisaeSana Aa^f laaokla
kobala Aa^proTsa- ³elasaIAao´ AaOr ]pBaao@ta saMgaznaaoM sao p`itinaiQa%va
p`aPt huAa.ihtQaarkaoM nao Apnao Aa[-TI isasTma maoM nayaI draoM kao laagaU
krnao AaOr ivaklpaoM kao saUicat AByaasa ko maaQyama sao baD,I saM#yaa maoM
]pBaao@taAaoM kao nayaI TOirf vyavasqaaAaoM maoM sqaanaaMtirt krnao maoM ]nako
saamanao Aanao vaalaI kiznaa[yaaoM pr p`kaSa Dalaa¸ ijasasao po caOnalaaoM kI draoM
maoM baZ,aotrI ko karNa lagaBaga saBaI bauko AaOr p`saarkaoM Wara GaaoiYat bauko

p`Baaivat haoMgao.
saMSaaoiQat $proKa 2020 ko kayaa-nvayana

sao saMbaMiQat ivaiBanna ]%pnna mau_aoM pr ivacaar–ivamaSa-
krnao AaOr Aagao ka rasta sauJaanao ko ilae [MiDyana
b a ` a ^DkaisT M g a e MD iDijaTla fa] MD oS a n a
³Aa[-baIDIef´¸ Aa^la [MiDyaa iDijaTla kobala
foDroSana ³eAa[-DIsaIef´ AaOr DITIeca
esaaoisaeSana ko sadsyaaoM kI ek saimait ka gazna

T/a[- ko t%vaavaQaana maoM ikyaa gayaa qaa.
saimait nao saMSaaoiQat $proKa 2020 sao

saMbaMiQat k[- mau_aoM kao ivacaar ko ilae saUcaIbaw
ikyaa hO.halaaMik¸ ihtQaarkaoM nao T/a[- sao ]na
mah%vapUNa- mau_aoM kao turMt saMSaaoiQat krnao ka

AnauraoQa ikyaa jaao saMSaaoiQat Z,aMcao 2020 ko saucaa$ kayaa-nvayana maoM baaQaayaoM
pOda kr sakto hOM.

ihtQaarkaoM kI saimait Wara phcaanao gayao mau_aoM ka samaaQaana krnao
ko ilae T/a[- nao saMSaaoiQat Z,aMcao 2020 ko pUNa- kayaa-nvayana ko ilae laMibat
mau_aoM pr ihtQaarkaoM kI iTPpiNayaaM maaMganao 7 ma[- 2022 kao ‘p`saarNa AaOr
kobala saovaaAaoM ko ilae nayao inayaamak Z,aMcao sao saMbaMiQat mau_o’ pr pramaSa- p~
jaarI ikyaa.

]icat pramaSa- p`iËyaa ko baad¸ T/a[- nao 22 navaMbar 2022
kao dUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa AaOr kobala´ saovaayao M ³AazvaaM´³eD/osaobala
isasTma´ TOirf ³tIsara saMSaaoQana´ AadoSa¸ 2022 AaOr dUrsaMcaar ³p`saarNa
AaOr kobala´ saovaa [MTrknao@Sana ³eD/osaobala issTma´³caaOqaa saMSaaoQana´
ivainayama 2022 kao AiQasaUicat ikyaa¸ ijasamaoM inamnailaiKt mau_o Saaimala
hOM:
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Amendment) Regulations, 2022 which covered the
following issues:

a) Continuance of forbearance on MRP of TV
channels

b) ceiling of Rs. 19/- on MRP of a TV Channel price for
inclusion in bouquet

c) Discount of 45% on sum of the price of individual
channels while forming Bouquet

d) Additional Incentives of 15% by broadcaster to be
permitted on Bouquets also.

The Stakeholders' Committee also listed several
other issues for subsequent consideration by TRAI. In
addition, the Authority held multiple meetings with
representatives of broadcasters, MSOs, DTH operators
and LCOs. Several issues were put forward during these
meetings. TRAI has considered some relevant
suggestions given by various stakeholders.

In order to address the remaining issues pertaining
to Tariff, Interconnection and Quality of Service of
Broadcasting and Cable  services, as identified by the
stakeholders'  committee and suggested by other
stakeholders, the Authority is issuing this consultation
paper for seeking stakeholders' comments. Written
comments on the consultation paper are invited from the
stakeholders by 5th September 2023. Counter comments,
if any, may be submitted by 19th September 2023. The
comments and counter-comments may be sent, preferably
in electronic form on the email ID advbcs-2@trai.gov.in
and jtadvbcs-1@trai.gov.in.

For any clarification! information, Shri Anil Kumar
Bhardwaj, Advisor (B&CS) may be contacted at Tel. No.
+91-11-23237922. 

e´ TIvaI caOnalaaoM kI emaAarpI pr raok jaarI rhogaI

baI´ bauko maoM Saaimala krnao ko ilae TIvaI caOnala kI kImat kI emaAarpI
pr 19Épyao kI saImaa.

saI´ bauko banaato samaya vyai@tgat caOnalaaoM ko kImat ko yaaoga pr 45‰ kI
CUT.

DI´ p`saarkaoM Wara 15‰ kI Aitir@t p`ao%saahna kao bauko pr BaI
Anaumait dI jaayaogaI.

ihtQaarkaoM kI saimait nao T/a[- Wara baad maoM ivacaar ko ilae k[-
Anya mau_aoM kao BaI AiQasaUicat ikyaa.[sako Alaavaa¸ p`aiQakrNa nao
p`saarkaoM̧  emaesaAao̧  DITIeca Aa^proTraoM AaOr elasaIAao ko p`itinaiQayaaoM ko
saaqa k[- baOzkoM kI.[na baOzkaoM ko daOrana k[- mau_o saamanao rKo gayao̧  T/a[- nao
ivaiBanna ihtQaarkaoM Wara idyao gayao kuC p`asaMigak sauJaavaaoM pr ivacaar ikyaa
hO.

ihtQaarkaoM kI saimait Wara phcaanao gayao AaOr Anya ihtQaarkaoM
Wara sauJaayao gayao p`saarNa AaOr kobala saovaaAaoM ko TOirf¸ [MTrknao@Sana AaOr
saovaa kI gauNava<aa sao saMbaMiQat SaoYa mau_aoM kao saMbaaoiQat krnao ko ilae¸
p`aiQakrNa ihtQaarkaoM kI iTPpiNayaaM maaMganao ko ilae pramaSa- p~ jaarI kr
rha hO.pramaSa- p~ pr ihtQaarkaoM sao 5 isatMbar 2023 tk ilaiKt
iTPpiNayaaM AamaMi~t kI jaatI hO.javaabaI iTPpiNayaaM¸ yaid kao[- hao
tao̧  19 isatMbar 2023 tk p`stut kI jaa saktI hO.iTPpiNayaaM AaOr
javaabaI iTPpiNayaaM¸ AiQamaanat: [lao@T/a^inak $p sao [-maola Aa[-DI
advbcs-2@trai.gov.in AaOr jtadvbcs-1@trai.gov.in pr BaojaI
jaa saktI hO.

iksaI BaI spYTIkrNaÀjaanakarI ko ilae¸ EaI Ainala kumaar
BaarWaja¸ salaahkar ³baIeMDsaIesa´ sao dUrBaaYa +91-11-23237922 pr
saMpk- ikyaa jaa sakta hO. 
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